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October Meeting Presentation 

On Giving In 
Several times over the past few years I have been asked 
to talk about one of my books at the Ham club. I have 
always refused because there wasn't enough “Ham 
Radio” in it.  

And then it happened: Just recently I found that not 
only was FRC involved in my story, but also the First 
Presbyterian Church on Euclid Street. To make matters 
worse, I felt duped. So I have agreed to talk about the 
book and at the next meeting, on Oct 17. I will explain 
what has happened not only to me but to us as 
members while I was slugging out valuable words and 
taking risks from an unknown “spy.”  

It seems that at least one of our members was a member 
of a U.S. intelligence agency. He cheerfully listened as I 
told my story to him and never did he mention his 
affiliation. We became what I thought were good 
friends and he often visited my Ham shack. You may 
have done the same thing.  

No, I am not one of the paranoid people. In retrospect, 
I believe I have been too trusting. Now I think that 
paranoia is the way to go.  

Come hear me out on October 17 as see if you agree. In 
the mean time I am going to research the statute of 
limitations covering my disclosures in “The Insider.”  

 

The Insider 

OK, so a member of the FRC helped me write my story 
while no doubt reporting to his CIA about it.  

Early in the famous space race to the moon between the 
USSR and the USA, President John F. Kennedy found a 
way to have a private conversation with Premier Nikki 
Khrushchev. During the conversation Kennedy asked 
Khrushchev if he were agreeable to exchanging medical 
information about living in space. The US would be 
happy to tell the USSR what it had found and perhaps 
the USSR would be pleased to share its findings with 
the US. No secrets would change hands and both sides 
would be helped.  

All this was reported in newspapers. Khrushchev was 
reported as saying, “No!” or perhaps, “Hell, No!” 
however that is said in Russian. Historians wrote it all 
down and reported this disagreement in their books.  

What Khrushchev really said was, “Yes, if you never 
tell anyone that you provided any help.”  

How do I know this? It was Dr. John P. Meehan of 
Arcadia, CA who spent the best of nine years traveling 
back and forth between Siberia, Moscow, and Arcadia, 
helping save lives of Cosmonauts. He and his wife were 
my friends in Arcadia. During the period Meehan made 
friends, saved lives, and became a hero in the USSR. He 
also became the head of physiology at a California 
university. Dr. Meehan explained his adventurous life to 
me before he died, knowing that I was going to write 
about him. I didn't know it, however.  

My research led me to the doorstep of the son of Nikita 
Khrushchev and the Dr. Taubman, the professor who 
won a Pulitzer prize for writing about Nikita. At first we 
were enemies but became friends before it was all over. 
Certain intelligence agencies seem not to be in a 
forgiving mood even several years later. 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Dr. Meehan's nine years of travels to the USSR were 
dangerous but resulted in a total count of USSR space 
craft—a closely held secret until showed up.  

Finally, Dr. Meehan was interviewed by two US 
intelligence organization each time he returned to the 
US. He was not allowed to tell one agency what he had 
told the other. He made a huge contribution to US 
intelligence and to the joint program between the US 
and USSR in the late 1970's.  

John Patrick Meehan will never get the credit he 
deserves for his personal diplomacy and his heroism. It 
is all a big secret.  

Thomas S. Fiske, AA6TF, Author 

 

  

 

 

FRC Mobile T-hunt Report 
For over forty years, members of Fullerton Radio Club 
and other hams have gathered at the top of Acacia 
Avenue on Saturday nights to await a two-meter signal, 
then try to find its source. The FRC mobile T-hunt is 
now on the third Saturday of the month, starting at 8 
PM with a more-or-less continuous signal on 146.565 
MHz. The boundaries are small enough that the hunt is 
suitable for beginners with simple equipment. Winning 
criterion is low elapsed mileage, so the winner isn't 
known until everyone finds the transmitter. 

On August 18th, the hider was Scot Barth KA6UDZ. 
He started the hunt with a one-watt signal into a three-
element yagi, but it couldn't be heard at the start. He 
then changed transmitters to increase the power to five 
watts and the hunt was on. It was almost an hour later 
that the first hunting team arrived at his location in the 
South parkway of Sunset Bluff Road, west of East 
Yellow Feather Circle in the City of Walnut. This was 
southwest of the intersection of Grand Avenue and 
Amar Road. 

 Team Calls Odo Miles 

 N6ZHZ/Adam 15.1 
 N6AIN/WA6PYE 20.0 
 KG6EEK/AB6PA 20.1 
 WA6CYY 21.2 

On September 15th, Bob Miller N6ZHZ and his friend 
Adam, who won the August hunt, set up a transmitter at 
the end of Pomona Rincon Road in Chino Hills, very 
close to the 71 freeway. The elapsed mileages and times 
were much more spread out this time. 

 

 Team Calls Odo Miles 

N6AIN/WA6PYE 22.7 
KG6EEK/AB6PA 26.0 
KA6UDZ 51.0 

Deryl Crawford N6AIN and Steve Wallis WA6PYE will 
hide a transmitter on October 20 for the next FRC 
mobile T-hunt.  

73, Joe Moell K0OV 
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Fullerton Radio Club 
P.O. Box 545, Fullerton, CA 92836-0545 

 

President 
Bob Houghton AD6QF 
Phone: (714) 446-0520 
E-mail: bobhoughton@mac.com 
 

Vice President  
OPEN 
(This could be YOU) 
 
Secretary 
Linda Endsley, KJ6IHB 
Phone: (714) 992-4645 
E-mail: lindiend@sbcglobal.net 
 
Treasurer, Public Service, Membership 
Gene Thorpe, KB6CMO 
Phone: (714) 680-4258 
E-mail: kb6cmo@juno.com 
 
T-Hunt 
Joe Moell, K0OV 
http:/www.homingin.com 
E-mail: homingin@aol.com 
 

License Trustee 
Albert Solomon, AG6OF 
Phone: (714) 476-9638 
E-mail: albertsolomon18@gmail.com 
 

Directors 
Richard Belansky, KG6UDD 
Phone: (714) 970-6385 
 

Walter Clark 
Phone: (714)-882-9647 
E-mail: walterclark@roadrunner.com 
 

Robert Gimbel, KG6WTQ 
Phone: (714) 657-2862 
 

Larry McDavid, W6FUB 
Phone: (714) 630-5672 
 

Albert Solomon, AG6OF 
Phone: (714) 476-9638 
 
 

Director & Newsletter Editor 
Paul Broden, K6MHD 
Phone: (714) 871-9478 
E-mail: pbroden@sbcglobal.net 

Show –and–Tell 
Bring something of interest to the meeting to show and share your story. 

Something old, new, or just of interest to hams. 

Web site: www.FullertonRadioClub.org 

The October 2018 FRC Board Meeting was called to order at 7:32 
PM by President Bob Houghton AD6QF. Others present: 
Treasurer Gene Thorpe KB6CMO; Secretary Linda Endsley 
KJ6IHB. Directors; Paul Broden K6MHD; Larry McDavid 
W6FUB; Richard Belansky KG6UDD; Walter Clark.  Member: 
Cheryl Thorpe KE6TZU 

September minutes were approved with the correction of 
checking $4,158.62. 

Treasurer’s report: Checking $4,15862.62, Savings $2,607.66 

Old Business: 
The Christmas dinner will be on December 14 at Marie 
Callender’s. 

By-laws/responsibilities for Secretary/Treasurer/Vice President 
were discussed 

New Business: 
No memberships were received. 

By-laws/responsibilities for Secretary/Treasurer/Vice President 
were discussed. 

Motioned and voted for $300 to be used for raffle items the 
Christmas dinner. 

Need officers for next year. 

Candidates for members at Large for next year: Robert Gimbel, 
Walter Clark, Bob Houghton, Larry McDavid, Paul Broden 

Next board meeting: 7 NOV 2018 

Adjourned at 8:15 pm 

Submitted by Linda Endsley KJ6IHB 

October MEETING 
Wednesday, October 17, 2018 

Chapman Activity Center 
2515 San Carlos Drive, Fullerton 

(Second street east of State College Boulevard off 
Commonwealth) 

Meeting time – 7:00 PM 
Visitors are always welcome 
Dinner before the Meeting: 

Black Bear Diner 
5:00 PM 
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2019 Southwestern Division Convention - Yuma 
In 2019, the Yuma Hamfest, on February 15 and 16, will again be the ARRL Southwestern Division 
Convention. This is the convention that has rotated through the sections, and was conventionally held in 
September. There will not be another Southwestern Division convention in September in 2019 as no other 
groups have stepped up to sponsor such an event. 

 

Astronaut to School Radio Contact Opportunity 
The Amateur Radio on the International Space Station (ARISS) program is actively seeking proposals from 
school or youth organization to talk with an astronaut in space via Amateur Radio. All information needed to 
apply is available online at: 
http://www.ariss.org/hosting-an-ariss-contact-in-the-us.html. Completed proposals must be received by 
November 30, 2018.  

Each year, ARISS provides tens of thousands of students with learning opportunities about space 
technologies, communications, and much more through the exploration of Amateur Radio and space. ARISS is 
looking for organizations that will draw large numbers of participants and 

integrate the contact into a well-developed, exciting education plan. Students use Amateur Radio to talk 
directly to an astronaut and ask space related questions. 

 

Arizona Hamfest Calendar 
The Amateur Radio Council of Arizona has a calendar of Arizona Hamfests at:  
http://www.arca-az.org/main/calendar.html 

Upcoming events include Copafest in Maricopa on October 27, and HARKFEST Tailgate Hamfest in  
Congress , AZ on November 10. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------- 

ARRL Southwestern Division 

Director: Richard J Norton, N6AA 

n6aa@arrl.org 
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HDSCS Activity 
HDSCS members were on location at 9 PM on 
Saturday, September 29, 2018 as UC-Irvine Medical 
Center in the city of Orange, performed switchgear 
upgrades to its electrical system. Douglas Hospital, the 
trauma center on the UCI medical campus, was on 
emergency power for the duration of the work. The 
HDSCS portable UHF repeater was put to work to 
allow for the HDSCS operators who brought their own 
gear, to stay in constant contact with one another and 
with base stations off site. All were considered the 
"safety net", ready in case the phone system failed and 
messages had to be relayed into and out of the hospital. 
The upgrades went smoothly and power was declared 
operational and stable by 5:30 AM. Fourteen 
communicators participated in the standby operation. 
FRC members helping were: Joe Moell, KØOV; Paul 
Broden, K6MHD; Bob Houghton, AD6QF; Tom 
Gaccione, WB2LRH; Robert Doidge, KI6KYW; Dave 
Reinhard, WW6I and April Moell, WA6OPS. 

73 April, WA6OPS 
HDSCS 

President’s Column - October 2018 
I’d like to take this opportunity to remind everyone that 
there is an important election coming up next month. 
No, not that election. I’m talking about the FRC Board 
of Directors election. I’ve checked and you are all 
registered, so no need to worry about that. We are 
looking for nominations for all positions. Gene is 
willing to continue as Treasurer and Linda is willing to 
continue as Secretary, so we are mostly looking to 
nominate folks who you would like to see serve as 
President and Vice-President. We currently do not have 
a person in the VP role, and I am approaching the 
mandatory end of my two-year term as President.  

It isn’t a lot of work, and I think the Board will try to 
accommodate any special needs you might have. Who 
knows, you might even make FRC great again. 

I look forward to seeing you at Wednesday’s FRC 
meeting. Tom Fiske has promised us a story of 
international intrigue as well as the possible unmasking 
of a CIA operative who was a very well-known FRC 
member. 

73, Bob 
 

Activity Reports of the Fullerton Radio Club for October 2018 
(Technical Advisory Group) 

Tom Fiske once again was in demand at the nearby Presbyterian Church for his tenor 
voice. So we had him go first. His project of old only goes back two years. It was a 
QRP receiver. And bringing those two words together really excited Walter who went 
off on a rant on the “real” meaning of words. In this case QRP which everyone always 
defines as a class of transmitter that is low power (5 watts or less). Walter insisted that 
nobody ever defines it the way it actually means which is evident when Tom used the 
letters QRP and the word “receiver” and no one corrected him. Walter claims it 
“actually” means small, clever circuit you can build from a kit or magazine article. 
And of course in the same chassis sometimes is a small receiver, also home built. This 
discussion went on quite a while and the interest in Tom’s little red radio is very clear in 
this photo on the left where Dick Palmer and Dick Bremer studied it and got it work with 
Walter’s G5RV antenna. Dick Bremer is pouring over the article which Tom used to 
build it.  
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Bob Houghton was up next and told us about a robot car he helped his students 
make in 2012 when he was teaching physics at Rowland High School. The robot car 
had a 2-meter receiver, and was to operate so far away that the students had to 
program the thing so it could be commanded by instructions similar to that of the first 
crawler to land on mars. There was no actual delay, but the commands were in 
increments like “go forward 3 feet and stop”. He also told us about the success many 
years later of the students that worked on this project.  
But Bob’s most important discussion had to do with continued existence of the 
sponsoring club to the TAG. That is the Fullerton Radio Club itself. We must have 
someone come forward to be the president and vice president, or the club will cease to 
exist. The three hard positions we are OK on; Paul Broden newsletter, Linda Endsley 
secretary, Gene Thorpe, treasurer. (sound of crickets.) 
Tom Gaccione summarized the news from JPL. The data has been analyzed from the 
Cassini death dive into Saturn under the rings. The most startling is the discovery of 
how much of the inner most ring is falling (attriting) into the planet; 22 thousand pounds 
per second. He brought the article with him because he knew someone would doubt 
him. 11 tons per second!  
He also told us about Mt. Wilson tours and actually being able to see through the 100 
inch. General Electric has announced a 12 mega watt wind turbine, 260 meters high.  
Tom began a fascinating discussion on the very low frequency broadcast radio stations 
in Europe. (They are about to be turned off.) Bob Houghton has lived in England and 
added much to the discussion on the use of frequencies below the AM broadcast band 
for high fidelity (broad band) AM.   
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Larry McDavid had several things to share with us. In the mid-70s he made a project 
that was published in “Ham Radio Magazine”. It was an “auto-patch” that used the 
touch-tone protocol and one other protocol. It is a device that goes between the 
microphone and the transmitter to allow you to dial a phone on the other end, 
assuming the receiver is so equipped. At about that same time he also wrote articles 
for “Interface Age.” We learned also that he was one of the founders of North Orange 
County Computer Club. 
He brought several non-conventional screwdrivers and talked about their advantages. 
His favorite is posi-drive which self-centers like a Phillips but has the better grip than 
the simple blade screw-driver.  
He showed us a voltmeter which electricians use. It is mechanical (solenoid) which 
provides a realistic impedance to the source.  
The third thing he showed was a broom with jets of water. He shared with us the 
importance of using de-ionized water (demineralized water) so you can let things air 
dry without leaving spots. He made this broom to wash his solar panels. 
Joe Moell brought a project he built (1997) for publication in “Amateur Radio Today”. 
He called it “North Scope.” It displayed the signals coming in from all directions. The 
picture from his article shows the main lobe signal source to be south west. Normally 
such devices involve an encoder and a manually defined “north” but Joe used a flux-
gate compass to give the direction. He built the thing into a Heathkit “pan-adapter” 
housing. He used all but one of the original panel holes.  

 
Dave Reinhardt has been interested in flying for a long time. He has even taken flying 
lessons so he was thrilled to play with an app on the cell-phone that displays flight 
paths of airplanes in any airspace. It uses ADSB which was quite expensive when he 
was a student pilot. Now anyone (for free) can see the airspace around them. He 
described how important it is to general aviation in that any pilot can have what is 
essentially all the information an actual radar installation would reveal. For more on 
ADSB: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Automatic_dependent_surveillance_%E2%80%93_broadcast  
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Bill Web brought his first Arduino project; 2010. It is a shutter speed calibrator. He built 
that because his hobby at the time was stereo photography using a Stereo Realist 
camera. More than just an interval counter it actually is smart enough to know when to 
reset itself. An interesting side note, was that newer versions of Arduino might not be 
as accurate since they share CPU time with a WiFi circuit. 
He also brought along several thorium doped lantern mantles and a uranium glass 
vessel. TAG member John Norman loaned the TAG meeting his pancake sensor 
Geiger counter so Bill could demonstrate that . . . well maybe his mantles were made 
after the ban on thorium doping. His grandmother’s vessel however was impressively 
hot. Bill demonstrated that background radiation is gamma rays which can go through 
the steel back of the detector as readily as the mica window. Whereas alpha particles 
from the vessel can only be seen with the mica side facing the bowl. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Dick Palmer found at a recent swap meet a WEFAX (weather facsimile) circuit (above 
right in the photo). This goes between a computer and a VHF receiver. With the 
computer it would display NOA weather satellite images. You tune your receiver to 
132.5 MHz. If the antenna is high gain, it needn’t be tilted up unless you want to see 
what the satellite is seeing when it is right over you. It is old technology and requires 
software that runs on a Windows Seven machine. Dick has the computer but has yet to 
find the software.  
Dick Bremer brought his digital “Selective Level Meter” and tried to use it on Dick 
Palmer’s loop antenna. Last month Palmer brought the antenna but it didn’t work 
because of a mis-wiring. (Not his fault, he picked it up at the swaps, remember.) The 
antenna has a pair FETs and apparently one is locked conductive which somehow 
kept it from working at this meeting. Last month they were using an analog “Selective 
Level Meter”. It was Bremer’s hope that with newer one he could show us the power 
out of a nearby AM station drop at dusk as per its FCC license. This was to occur at 
exactly 8:00 PM. He has observed this from his house. It is a Korean language station, 
1190 KHz which drops from 20 kilowatts to 1.2 kilowatts. 
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Rich Belansky brought in the most technological project. It was a school project that 
did Direct Sequence Spread Spectrum. The repeated code was 127 bits long and 
repeated far more slowly than they do today. (This was 1989.)  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

November BOARD MEETING 
Open to all Club members 

Marie Callender’s Restaurant 
126 Yorba Linda Blvd., Placentia 
First Wednesday of each month. 

Next Board Meeting 
November  7, 2018 

QSO and dinner; 6:30 PM 
Meeting: 7:30 PM 

 


