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Hamming while away from home… 

If you have read many of my columns, you already 
know that I like to operate portable. So, what’s the 
appeal? Regardless of the activity, I enjoy being 
outdoors. When it comes to operating an amateur 
station outdoors, I enjoy the unique set of challenges 
presented. Everything has to be a compromise. 
Antennas need to be easily transportable, whether by 
vehicle or backpack, so no triband beams! The same 
goes for batteries … small and light is best, but that 
means running QRP, which presents its own challenges. 
More power requires larger (and heavier) batteries. 

Recently, while my wife and I were camping at 
Pinnacles National Park, I set aside a couple of hours 
from our other camping activities to do some ham 
radio. Whatever equipment I am using, my goal is to be 
able to set everything up in fifteen minutes or less. This 
means using an easy-to-deploy antenna, as I have found 
antennas to be the most time consuming part of setting 
up a station in the field. 

My antenna for the day was a 40 meter / 20 meter 
linked dipole. (See photo, page 4) The wire elements are 
cut for 40 meters, but there is an alligator clip at the 
halfway point of each leg of the dipole. By unclipping 
the two alligator clips, the antenna can be made 
resonant on the 20 meter band. The entire antenna 
weighs less than a pound and fits in a 6 inch by 10 inch 
nylon bag. The antenna stores on three kite string 
winders, one for 33 feet of RG174 coax and the other 
two for the two legs of the dipole. The figure-8 kite 
string winders allow the wire to be deployed quickly 
without any tangles. The antenna is supported by a 19 
foot collapsible fiberglass pole. 

For this day, my radio was an Icom IC-7300 powered by 
a 12 Ampere-hour Lithium iron phosphate (LiFePO4) 
battery. LiFePO4 batteries are great because they charge 
quickly and the voltage discharge curve is quite flat, only 
dropping from 13.3 V at 90% state of charge down to 
13.0 V at 30% state of charge. They also have 3 to 4 
times the energy density of lead-acid batteries. 

I had told a couple of FRC members that I would try to 
be around 7208 kHz SSB at noon. As soon as I turned 
on the radio, I heard Tom Hall N6DGK calling. We 
moved up to 7210 to get away from a daily net that 
meets on 7204 kHz. Tom’s signal was S9 at my end. He 
was running about 50 W into a short end-fed antenna at 
home, also using an IC-7300. We chatted for about 15 
minutes with a little bit of QSB. The noise level at my 
end did not even move the S-meter … another 
wonderful thing about operating in a national park. 

We didn’t hear Dick Palmer WB6JDH, so I phoned 
him. My wife finds this part hilarious. ”Wait! You 
phoned him so you could talk to him on the radio?” 
Hey ya gotta to what ya gotta do! A few minutes later, 
Dick showed up. He was running (I think) about 50 W 
with his Elecraft K2 100 connected to a dipole. He was 
S9, but had a tough time hearing me because he had an 
S9 noise level. Dick and I didn’t talk long due to the 
difficult reception conditions at his QTH. 

One more mode to try before taking the antenna down. 
Gene Thorpe KB6CMO and I just finished taking a 
Winlink class that was offered by Scott MacGillivray 
KM6RTE at OC RACES. I have played with Winlink 
from time-to-time, but this seemed like a good 
opportunity for some practice. I sent a couple of emails 
and an APRS position report, one through a gateway 
station in Mexico and the second through a gateway in 
San Rafael. If there is room, perhaps Paul will include a 
screenshot of the message I sent him (page 4). Winlink 
is useful, because it can send email from one station to 
another if there is no internet, but if there is internet 
connectivity for the receiving gateway, the message can 
be routed through the “usual” internet email system. My 
email to Paul went from Pinnacles National Park to a 
gateway station in Mexico on HF and then from Mexico 
to Paul’s regular email account via the internet. 

We are getting set to do our annual Antennas in the 
Park on Saturday May 14. Mark your calendar and save 
the day. 

73, Bob AD6QF 
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April 2022 FRC BOARD 
MEETING 

The next Club Board meeting will be on  
April 6, 2022 

Due to the continued status of COVID-19 we 
will hold the meeting by Zoom at the usual 

Zoom ID and passcode. 

Meeting time: 5:30 PM 

All Members are welcome 
 

 

 

Show –and–Tell 
Bring something of interest to the meeting to show and share your story. Something 

old, new, or just of interest to hams. 

Web site: www.FullertonRadioClub.org 
The March 2022 FRC Board Meeting was called to order by President 
Bob Houghton, remotely by Zoom, on Wednesday, March 2 at 5:31 
PM. Those in attendance were President Bob Houghton AD6QF, Vice 
President Robert Gimbel KG6WTQ, Secretary Paul Broden K6MHD, 
Treasurer Gene Thorpe KB6CMO, Member at Large Larry McDavid 
W6FUB. Board members not in attendance were Walter Clark, and 
Richard Belansky KG6UDD. 

Minutes of the February Board meeting were read and accepted. 

Treasurer’s Report: Checking account; $4260.72 – Savings account; 
$2608.92: as of the January bank statement. New deposits since the 
January bank Statement: $110 (February, $45: today $65) 

Membership Report 

Three membership renewals: Dave Reinhart, Dahna Malheim, Tom Hall 

Records show 29 paid members and 2 Life members 

Upcoming Events: None identified. Typical city events not scheduled. 

New Business 

• Liability insurance policy renewed; $200 

• Tentative date for Antennas In The Park set for Saturday May 14, 
2022. City of Fullerton contact for permission to use Hillcrest Park and 
Izaak Walton cabin is required. Activities and food planning is pending. 

• Field Day; June 24 - 26. If we are planning to participate a project 
chairperson will be needed. No decision yet.  

Meeting adjourned at 5:49 PM 

Submitted by Paul Broden K6MHD club secretary 

March Club Meeting 
We'll continue to meet by Zoom until the Board is completely 
comfortable with the potential exposure status to COVID-19, AND an 
appropriate location is found for return to fact-to-face meetings. That is 
unless we identify that Zoom brings out a better attendance, 
presentations and presenters (if any) are acceptable with this format, 
and members also accept the Zoom process. Decisions yet to be made. 

Meeting Date: Wednesday, March 16, 2022. Time: 8 PM PDT 
(unless you receive a separate notice of time change). Subject yet 
to be determined. 
We'll be at the same Zoom ID and password as usual.  If you 
don't know the Zoom address please contact a Board member 
and we'll provide. We don't publish the Zoom ID/password to 
avoid unwanted interruptions. 
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Ham Radio Operational Status Updates from Club Members 
For those who have not been monitoring recent activity on the bands, things are picking up. 10 meters has been 
open almost every day this month. Cycle 25 is looking better day by day. 
Tom N6DGK 
 - - - -  
An interesting bit of sunspot data. 
https://spaceweather.com/archive.php?view=1&day=09&month=03&year=2022 
Dave WW6I 

 
There was no TAG meeting in March, therefore no report was presented. 
 
Louie De Arman K6SM (SK) 
 
Recall that Louie De Arman 
K6SM was a long-time member of 
FRC. Louie passed on December 
24, 2021 after a long illness. Louie 
was well known in FRC, a good 
friend and a member of my 
Thursday Lunch group. 
I've been helping Louie's XYL, 
Roberta, to clear some of Louie's 
ham radio equipment. Recently I 
picked up a Johnson Viking 
Ranger AM/CW transmitter that 
Louie used when he was first 
licensed in Birmingham, Alabama. 
Unexpectedly, inside its instruction 
manual, I found an ARRL 
Certificate of Code Proficiency for 
perfect copy of 25 words per 
minute CW. Note that is 5 WPM 

faster than required for Louie's 
Extra Class ham radio license! See 
a copy of that Certificate here. 
Another photo shows Louie's early 
ham station, including that famous 
Ranger transmitter. 
An article about Louie from the 
Birmingham newspaper states that 
Louie worked 130 countries in his 
then three-year ham radio career; 
now, that is an impressively short 
time to work 130 countries! 
Roberta has found boxes of QSL 
cards, maybe thousands, showing 
Louie's contacts. We know Louie 
from FRC and his work with the 
Hospital Group, but much of that 
was on VHF/UHF; I had no idea 
Louie had been so active on the HF 
bands. 

The article also describes Louie's 
receiving the radio signals from 
Sputnik, the first artificial Earth 
satellite in 1957. See a 
continuation of that newspaper 
article here also. 
Louie fulfilled his ambition to be 
an electronics engineer and worked 
31 years on radar for Hughes 
Aircraft. Louie had many stories 
about his world travels in support 
of Hughes radar installations. But, 
Louie seldom talked about his 
early ham radio experiences but 
the record shows he excelled there 
also. Louie always had interesting 
stories and will be missed. Please 
join me in remembering Louie De 
Arman K6SM (SK). 

Larry McDavid W6FUB 
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Ham License History Follow Up 

Last month's newsletter included an article of Gordon 
Levine WB6JVP describing his time in the military as 
a short wave listener (SWL) sitting on his bunk with 
his radio.  Here's a photo of Gordon at that time as 
promised last month. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   
 40 meter / 20 meter linked dipole. Winlink message 

OOPS! 
I had some excitement this morning at home! I 
somehow screwed up the "cook" time setting entry on 
my kitchen microwave oven, went into my garage and 
overlooked that the blueberry muffin I had in the oven 
was turning into charcoal. Huge amount of smoke, no 
fire. But, that set off the monitored house smoke/fire 
alarm and sent the fire department to investigate, even 
though I had called the alarm company and told them 
it was a false alarm. 
I turned on my whole-house exhaust fan and opened 
windows up and down. I still have lingering smoke 
odor, though. I thoroughly cleaned the cook area of 
the microwave oven but its own internal fan surely 
distributed the smoke where I can't clean. The fire 
department crew was understanding, came in and 
looked at the microwave oven to confirm it was not on 
fire inside. Problem was, I could not get the smoke 
detector to deactivate, still showing a red light. This is 

an alarm-system-powered detector so I could not get 
the monitored alarm system to clear the fire alarm. 
It took about 15 minutes for the combo smoke 
detector to clear itself and allow me to reset the 
monitored alarm system. Other smoke detectors also 
went off but did clear themselves sooner when the fan 
exhausted  most of the smoke. 
The alarm company says they called the fire 
department to cancel the fire alarm but the city fire 
department always has the option to investigate. 
Probably was a light-traffic day at the fire department! 
Surely gave my neighbors something to talk about! 
All that said, it is good to know the whole alarm 
system, from detector to truck arrival, works! I could 
have done without all the excitement, though! 
Larry McDavid W6FUB 

 


